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Your group is preparing a poster presentation entitled “The Person Who
Revolutionized American Journalism,” using information from the magazine article

below.

Benjamin Day, a printer from New England, changed American journalism
forever when he started a New York City newspaper, The Sun. Benjamin
Day was born in Springfield, Massachusetts, on April 10, 1810. He worked for
a printer as a teenager, and at the age of 20 he began working in print shops
and newspaper offices in New York. In 1831, when he had saved enough
money, he started his own printing business, which began to struggle when
the city was hit by a cholera epidemic the following year. In an attempt to
prevent his business from going under, Day decided to start a newspaper.

In 1833, there were 650 weekly and 65 daily American newspapers, with
average sales of around 1,200. Although there were cheap newspapers in
other parts of the country, in New York a newspaper usually cost as much as
six cents. Day believed that many working-class people were able to read
newspapers, but chose not to buy them because they did not address their
interests and were too expensive. On September 3, 1833, Day launched The
Sun with a copy costing just one cent. The introduction of the “penny press,”
as cheap newspapers became known, was an important milestone in American
journalism history.

Day’s newspaper articles were different from those of other newspapers
at the time. Instead of reporting on politics and reviews of books or the
theater, The Sun focused on people’s everyday lives. It was the first
newspaper to report personal events and crimes. It led to a paradigm shift in
American journalism, with newspapers becoming an important part of the
community and the lives of the readers. Day also came up with another novel
idea: newsboys selling the newspaper on street corners. People wouldn't even
have to step into a shop to buy a paper.

The combination of a newspaper that was cheap as well as being easily
available was successful, and soon Day was making a good living publishing
The Sun. Within six months, The Sun’s circulation reached 5, 000, and after a
year, it had risen to 10, 000. By 1835, sales of The Sun had reached 19, 000,
more than any of the other daily papers at that time. Over the next few years,




about a dozen new penny papers were established, beginning a new era of
newspaper competition. The success of The Sun encouraged other journalists
to publish newspapers at a lower price. By the time of the Civil War, the
standard price of a New York City newspaper had fallen to just two cents.

Despite his success, after about five years of operating The Sun, Day lost
interest in the daily work of publishing a newspaper. In 1838, he sold The Sun
to his brother-in-law, Moses Yale Beach, for $40, 000, and the newspaper
continued to publish for many years. After selling the paper, Day moved into
other business areas, including the publication of magazines, but by the 1860s
he was basically retired. He lived quietly until his death on December 21,
1889. Although he had been involved in the American newspaper business for
a relatively short time, Day is remembered as a revolutionary figure who
showed that newspapers could appeal to a mass audience.

The Person Who Revolutionized American Journalism

B The Life of Benjamin Day

Period Events

1810s Day spent his childhood in Springfield

1820s 27

1830s 28

and beyond J

29
J
30 Benjamin Day
J
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B About The Sun

P Day launched The Sun on September 3, 1833.
P This newspaper was highly successful for the following reasons: 32

B A Shift in U.S. Journalism: A New Model

B> The motto of The Sun was “| 33

B The Sun changed American journalism and society in a number of ways: | 34
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Members of your group listed important events in Day's life. Put the

events into the boxes 27 |~ 3 in the order that they happened.

@0

Day created other publications

Day established a printing company

Day gained experience as a printer in his local area
Day started a newspaper business

Day’s business was threatened by a deadly disease

B3 2 Choose the best statement(s) to complete the poster. (You may choose

more than one option.) 32

@O o

Day focused on improving the literacy levels of the working class.
Day introduced a new way of distributing newspapers.

Day realized the potential demand for an affordable newspaper.
Day reported political affairs in a way that was easy to understand.
Day supplied a large number of newspapers to every household.

Day understood what kind of articles would attract readers.

i 3 Which of the following was most likely to have been The Suxn’s motto?

33

® e

Nothing is more valuable than politics
The daily diary of the American Dream
The Sun: It shines for all

Top people take The Sun



B9 4 Choose the best statement(s) to complete the poster. (You may choose

more than one option.) 34

SN OEONOEONS)

Information became widely available to ordinary people.

Journalists became more conscious of political concerns.

Journalists started to write more on topics of interest to the community.
Newspapers became less popular with middle-class readers.
Newspapers replaced schools in providing literacy education.

The role of newspapers became much more important than before.
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Benjamin Day, a printer from New England, changed American journalism forever when he

started a New York City newspaper, The Sun.
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Benjamin Day was born in Springfield, Massachusetts, on April 10, 1810.
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He worked for a printer as a teenager, and at the age of 20 he began working in print shops

and newspaper offices in New York.
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In 1831, when he had saved enough money, he started his own printing business, which
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In an attempt to prevent his business from going under, Day decided to start a newspaper.
BEIREHCROLERVRALT, TARFHORT2BDELicLE L,

In 1833, there were 650 weekly and 65 daily American newspapers, with average sales of
around 1,200.

1833 £ i3, BT 650 HE & HTIMK 65 #KA3H b . FH7E L3k 1,200 #T L 7,
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Although there were cheap newspapers in other parts of the country, in New York a
newspaper usually cost as much as six cents.
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Day believed that many working-class people were able to read newspapers,
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but chose not to buy them
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because they did not address their interests and were too expensive.
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On September 3, 1833, Day launched The Sun with a copy costing just one cent.
183349 A3 Hic, 74X 1% 1+ ¥ } ¢, TheSun (FiHD&HD) 2 FFELE L,

The introduction of the “penny press,” as cheap newspapers became known, was an

important milestone in American journalism history.
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Day’s newspaper articles were different from those of other newspapers at the time.
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Instead of reporting on politics and reviews of books or the theater, The Sun focused on

people’s everyday lives.
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It was the first newspaper to report personal events and crimes.
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It led to a paradigm shift in American journalism,
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with newspapers becoming an important part of the community and the lives of the readers.
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Day also came up with another novel idea:

TAREEROTHETAT TR FEE L,

newsboys selling the newspaper on street corners.
EHETHE 2R 3 HEGESE T

People wouldn’t even have to step into a shop to buy a paper.
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The combination of a newspaper that was cheap as well as being easily available was

successful, and soon Day was making a good living publishing The Sun.
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Wﬁllrﬁlx months, The Sun’s circulation reached 5,000, and E%{_il’ﬁ"f‘fg it had risen to
10,000.
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By 1835, sales of The Sun had reached 19,000, more than any of the other daily papers at
that time.
1835 £ F TIT The Sun ®FE D E i3 19,000 1CZE L, U, =% e b F L7,

Over the next few years, about a dozen new penny papers were established, beginning a new

era of newspaper competition.
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The success of The Sun encouraged other journalists to publish newspapers at a lower price.
The Sun DEINIMED Y v —F Y A M iCHH%Z b o L RWIIETHITT 2 L S icfgdc e
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By the time of the Civil War, the standard price of a New York City newspaper had fallen to

just two cents.
FILEE OB E Tic, =2 — 32— 7 TOHHEOFEMIRIIDb T, 22 PICTHAoTwE
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Despite his success, after about five years of operating The Sun, Day lost interest in the

daily work of publishing a newspaper.

WORIMICD 2253, TheSun #EE L T2 585 EH%, 74 3FEERITTHE
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In 1831_8_, he sold The Sun to his brother-in-law, Moses Yale Beach, for $40,000, and the

newspaper continued to publish for many years.
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After selling the paper, Day moved into other business areas, including the publication of
magazines, but by the 1860s he was basically retired.

IRFEL 7288, 74 BHMEEO A ST & 4 RFEcH Y £ L7228, 1860 FfE Tic
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He lived quietly until his death on December 21, 1889,

%12 1889 £ 12 A 21 HICFEAE THAICEL LTwE L,

Although he had been involved in the American newspaper business for a relatively short

time,
T AV AOHBEER D - 720 I EKIEHETH D £ L 7225,
Day is remembered as a revolutionary figure who showed that newspapers could appeal to a

mass audience.

FTARFEPRKRICT -V TEAZ 2R LAEMA RN E LTCEHREI LT T,



4) fEER

11 Members of your group listed important events in Day’s life. Put the events into the

boxes 27 ~ 31 in the order that they happened.

BLe(ix 58, PRI, 18, EEER2 2%, (ER)

1 Day created other publications i tHiR#) % 7ERL (After selling the paper)

PR L 2o Z &

2 Day established a printing company HIffl&#t%3%37 (In 1831)

Hex - TEKL

3 Day gained experience as a printer in his local area #1JCCHIRITL (as a teenager)

2 0% cliT o7z

4 Day started a newspaper business #EFE %45 7z (On September 3, 1833)

AL TEEDD L

5 Day’s business was threatened by a deadly disease FEICD 72725 B iR CHEENHEIC
(the following year—1832) S#HERIZH& T <
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2 Choose the best statement(s) to complete the poster.
(You may choose more than one option.) 32
P This newspaper was highly successful for the following reasons: 32
Z OFEDBPKRE B L 72
Boeix 58, Fmiz 0. 48, EEEIT I %, GBERM)

1 Day focused on improving the literacy levels of the working class.
HHERROMFEOR LICERE LY T,

2 Day introduced a new way of distributing newspapers.
FEERATAH L VTEEZEAL L,

3 Day realized the potential demand for an affordable newspaper.
FEALMEOFE~DBEN TR EERL 72,

4 Day reported political affairs in a way that was easy to understand.
HE LT WHECBIRRELZ ®E L,

5 Day supplied a large number of newspapers to every household.
TRTCOWMHICKBOHEZ R L 7.

6 Day understood what kind of articles would attract readers.
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13 Which of the following was most likely to have been The Sun’s motto? 33
TheSun D€y b —TH IV Z 572 b DI
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Nothing is more valuable than politics Biig & 0 % ffifEdH 2 S Didin
The daily diary of the American Dream 7 AU A v F U — LD HEE
The Sun: It shines forall ~ The Sun: T X TDOALXIHE D DT
Top people take The Sun  _EFEHRD N4 H3F123 2 #H
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14 Choose the best statement(s) to complete the poster.
(You may choose more than one option.) 34
P The Sun changed American journalism and society in a number of ways: 34
The Sun B 7 AV ADY ¥ — ) XL & h2 A BB TE X,
AR5 M, PRI, 08, EEFERIL 9%, (HER)

1 Information became widely available to ordinary people.

TR —WOAXICIESAIATE 2 L 51> 7,

2 Journalists became more conscious of political concerns.
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3 Journalists started to write more on topics of interest to the community.
Vo —F VR ik, MO AR OFEEIC OV X YEEICEY LA K ickotk,
4 Newspapers became less popular with middle-class readers.
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5 Newspapers replaced schools in providing literacy education.

BTHE ORMBICE T, FIFHFFRICH > TRD o 7,

6 The role of newspapers became much more important than before.
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